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Paris Politico 
Regains Hold 
On L’Express 


By Anatole Shub 

W*5h:ngton Pon Pore-.rr. Stfrv.c* 

PARIS, .Tune 11 — Publish-j 
er-politician Jean-Jaeques Ser-; 
vrm-Schreiber won a three- 
week battle today to regain 
control of the L' Express, 

France’s leading newsweekly. 

But the resignation of the 10 
top editors and three top ad- 
ministrators at L’Express indig 
rated that Servan-Schreiber’ s 
victory night prove pyrrbic. 

The editors resigned in pro- 
test against Servan-Schreiber's; partisan, in anticipation of the 
bid to reassert political con-' parliamentary elections of 
trol over L’Express, a onetime; 1S73, which constitute the 
opposition tabloid which since i make-or-brak test for Servan- 
tfifrt has been a slick, prosper- 1 Schreiber's political career, 
ous newsweekly. Servan- Just a year ago, the 47-year- 
Schreiber. who quit active , old Servan-Schreiber won a 
management oi the periodical: parliamentary seat in a Nancy- 
in 1961) to become secretary: by-election and was soon 
general of the Radical Party. | promising that he would be 
had been critical of the maga- prime minister by 1973. 
zine’s sympathetic approach to Last September, however, 
the post-DeGaulle government! he took a bad drubbing in an- 
ol President Pompidou and j other by-election from Cha- 
Prime Minister Jacques Cha- ban-Ddmas whom be cbal- 
U-in-Del.mil> i longed in the prime minister’s 


to power, but was unable to 
muster sufficient financial: 
support and legal backing to 
challenge a stockholders’ 1 
meeting scheduled by Servan- 
Schreiber for June 24. Servan- 
Schreiber and two sisters, Brk 
gitte Gros and Christiane Ferj 
niot, control 60 per cent of thj 
stock. 

It is now expected that the 
magazine will become more 


MUAMMAR QADI1AF1 
recognizes China. 


stars, the late Francois Mau- 
riac supported De Gaulle and : 
moved over to Le Figaro, 
while Jean Daniel left to 
found the competing, and 
often harder-hitting weekly, 
Le Nouvei Observateur.) 

What remains to be seen is 
whether a more partisan polit- 
ical line will affect the week- 
ly’s circulation and advertis- 
ing revenues. Much of the ad- 
vertising in recent months has 
come from various branches 
of nationalized industry, such 
as Air France and Renault 
autos. 


Dominique Ferry, controller 
general. 

Chevrillcn had attempted to 
bar Servan-Schreiber’s return 


mier Pierre Mendes-France 
and oppose the colonial war in 
.Algeria. 

iAmong the original Express 


